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 Our September meeting was a great time for us to reconnect after the summer.  
We enjoyed learning about the Georgetown Palace Theatre from Executive Artistic Di-
rector Ron Watson and welcoming new members and eleven guests to Newcomers.  
Eight of those guests have also become members!  After the meeting, thirty-five of us 
had a leisurely lunch at Hardtails. If you haven’t renewed your membership for 2019-
20, it’s time to do that.  Information on rejoining follows in this issue.    
 Please read below about upcoming activities: our October 3 General Meeting 
with speaker former White House photographer David  Valdez, our first Coffee and 
Conversation on October 16, and our Holiday luncheon on December 5.  Our Novem-
ber 7 program features a speaker from Salado, who will discuss the town’s history, as 
well as current plans and events.  As a follow-up, we have scheduled a day trip to Sala-
do on November 14, more details to follow in the next newsletter.    
 

 

 

General Membership Meeting  
Thursday, October 3, 2019 

Berry Creek Country Club, 30500 Berry Creek Drive 
 

**David Valdez  
Chief Official White House Photographer  

during the presidency  
of George H. W. Bush 

 
                   **Read his complete biography on page 5.  

Laura Packard,  
President 

NEWCOMERS AND FRIENDS 

OF GEORGETOWN   
OCTOBER 2019                GEORGETOWNNEWCOMERS.COM   

Lunch to follow at Kyoto’s Japanese Restaurant, located at ll03 Rivery Blvd. , Suite 210, near the  
proposed Tuesday Morning.  (Menu and maps will be available on the meeting tables.) 

  
Please sign up for lunch before the meeting begins. 

Social Time 9:30 a.m. 
 

Meeting and Program 10:00 a.m. 

Laura Packard, President 
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 LOOKING FOR SIG LEADERS!   Do you have a 
special interest that you would like to share and 
become a SIG Leader of a new group? I would be 
happy to discuss your ideas with you.   
 Each month, I will HIGHLIGHT specific 
groups that have openings.  But, please fill out a 
Special Interest Group form online and send it in for 
any SIG group that you are interested in joining, as 
members change and many game groups are al-
ways looking for substitutes.   
 For members that are currently in a SIG:  if 
you wish to be removed from a group, please put 
your request in writing (email) to the SIG leader 
with a copy to Susie Logan.  This also can be done 
via the online Special Interest Group form on our 
website.       
 SIGs that have OPENINGS and would be 
happy to have you join:   

A complete listing of all SIGs can be found on our 
website.  If you are interested in joining one of the 
SIGs or have questions, please contact Susie Logan 
by email at SIG@georgetownnewcomers.com. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 
Susie Logan, Chair 

You must be a current member of Georgetown 

Newcomers and Friends in order to participate 

in our SIGs, either as a regular or a substitute. 

 
October 3 ............... General Membership Meeting 
 
October 15 ............. Last day for membership dues 

in order to be included in 
printed Directory 

 
October 16 ............. Coffee & Conversation 
 
November 7 ........... General Membership Meeting 
 
November 13 ......... Coffee & Conversation 
 
November 14 ......... Day Trip to Salado 
 
December 5  ........... Holiday General Membership 

Meeting & Luncheon 

Mark Your Calendars 

Donna Hurley will host our first 
Coffee and Conversation for 2019-
2020 on Wednesday, October 16, 

from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at her home in The 
Woods.  Donna’s address is 208 Bobby’s Cove, off 
Jim Hogg Road.  From  Williams Drive, turn onto Jim 
Hogg Road, then right onto Diamond Trail, left onto 
Roberts Circle, left onto Bobby’s Cove.   
 
Donations to a designated non-profit, entirely op-
tional, are collected at each C&C.  Donna has chosen    
Brookwood in Georgetown (BIG) to receive our do-
nations this month. BIG is an innovative vocational 
community for adults with special needs where eve-
rything they  make is sold in a beautiful high end gift 
shop, cafe and greenhouse. 
 
This is a good opportunity to become acquainted 
with other members in a more informal and inti-
mate setting.  All members, significant others and 
prospective members are welcome. 
 
Mark your calendars for the next Coffee and Conver-
sation, hosted by  Debbie Krenek, on November 13.  
Details will follow in the November newsletter. 

Coffee and Conversation  

Third Thursday Bridge  
Page Turners Book Group 
Book Divas 
Beer People 
Cosmo Girls 

Cook, Taste, Tell 
The Recipe Group 
Wine Divas 
Pinochle 
Scrabble 

mailto:SIG@georgetownnewcomers.com
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Membership Applications 

Available Now at  

www.georgetownnewcomers.com 

Holiday Luncheon December  5 

Plans are underway for our annual holiday lunch-
eon. Tickets will be available at our October 5 and 
November 2 General Meetings.  The price is $18 
(cash or check), which includes the traditional holi-
day fare with all the trimmings, beverage, dessert, 
tax and tip.  The Heritage Oaks Chorus will provide 
music to celebrate the season.  

The Year Ahead 

Newcomers’ monthly general meetings are held at 
Berry Creek Country Club on the first Thursday of 
each month, with the exception of January this 
year, which is scheduled for January 9, 2020.  Pro-
gram Chair Peggy Sklar has been hard at work plan-
ning for interesting meeting topics.  The complete 
list of planned programs can be found on page 6.  
 

 Membership dues ($25.00) for 2019-2020 
are now being accepted.  Renew or join now and 
guarantee that  your name will be  included in our 
Membership Directory.  Your application must be 
received before October 15 for inclusion in the 
printed directory.  The online directory will be up-
dated periodically. You can join  online at our Web-
site, using your credit card or PayPal.  Just go to our 
Website, click on Membership and follow the sim-
ple directions.   
 Alternatively, you can print off the member-
ship forms that are posted on our Website and then 
mail them with your check to Newcomers and 
Friends of Georgetown, 1530 Sun City Blvd., Suite 
120, PMB 427, Georgetown, TX 78633.  Application 
forms will also be available at the  October 3 Gen-
eral Meeting.   
 If you choose to send your application and 
check by mail, please allow time for the Post Office 
to deliver before October 15.  Best to renew now 
online.  
 If you need assistance in navigating on the 
Website, contact our Webmaster, Linda Baker 
through our Website.  If you have general questions 
about membership, contact Mary Dunn or Dorothy 
Noak through our Website. 
 Please let us know if you do not plan to re-
new.  If you do not renew, you cannot participate in 
SIGs, including as a sub, and you will no longer re-
ceive the newsletter.  

 
 Our first Day Trip this year will be to Salado.  
A short drive from Georgetown off of I-35, you will 
encounter Salado.  Salado (pronounced “sa-LAY-
dough”) is the Spanish word meaning either “salty” 
or “amusing,” although the residents prefer the 
latter. The community is located where Salado Creek 
flows beneath I-35.  The site once was the stage-
coach stop on the old Chisholm Trail and served the 
line that stretched from San Antonio to Little  Rock. 
 The former stagecoach route, now called 
Main Street, is lined with historic structures.   
Antiques stores, art galleries and specialty shops fill 
the historic downtown buildings. We will visit some 
of the shops, museum, glass works, Chupacabra 
Brewery and Winery tour, with lunch and a tour of 
the historic Stagecoach Inn, ending at Pace Park to 
see and hear about the legend of Sirena the Mer-
maid before we drive back to Georgetown.  Further 
details will be listed in the November newsletter, 
and signup will be held at the November 7 general 
meeting.  All transportation will be provided by New-
comers members (carpooling). 

A Day in Salado  

 November 14, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00  

mailto:www.georgetownewcomers.com
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2019-2020 Executive Board & 
Committee Heads 

 
Executive Committee  
President ........................................... Laura Packard 
1st Vice President  .............................. Susan Barton 
2nd Vice President/Membership........ Mary Dunn & 
 Dorothy Noack 
Secretary ........................................... Sheila Mills 
Treasurer    ........................................ Susan Smith 
 
Standing Committee Chairpersons  
Communications/Website ................ Linda Baker 
Hospitality ......................................... Carol Machmer 
Programs ........................................... Peggy Sklar 
Publicity ............................................. Nanci Horton 
Special Interest Groups ..................... Susie Logan 
Coffee & Conversation ...................... Donna Hurley  
 
Non-Board Positions 
Correspondence ................................ Emelie Young 
Day Trips ............................................ Linda Barde- 
 Zimmerling 
Name Tags ......................................... Connie Carden 
Newsletter ......................................... Barbara Wisenburg 
Past President ................................... Linda Barde- 
 Zimmerling 
 
To contact board members, go to the Website and click 
on Contact.  Leave a brief message and you will be con-
tacted.  Website: 
www.georgetownnewcomers.com 

Would you please contact us if you know of a 
member who has lost a spouse or loved one  so 
that we can send a card from Newcomers?  You 
can reach our Correspondence chair, Emelie 
Young,  through our Website. 

In Sympathy 

Inclement Weather Policy 

Our general meetings at Berry Creek Country 
Club are held on the first Thursday of each 
month except for June, July and August.  If the 
schools are closed, the meeting is canceled. If 
schools are delayed two hours, we will still hold 
our meetings at 10:00 a.m. When in doubt, you 
can go to www.georgetownisd.org where the 
school information will be posted. 

Name Tags 

If you would like to have a name tag to wear to 
our meetings and other functions, an order 
form is available on our Website.  Price is 
$8.00 each. 

 Follow Us on Facebook! 

We now have a Facebook page, for our  
members only.  If you are interested in  
joining, go onto your personal Facebook  
account and search for Georgetown  
Newcomers and Friends.   

Welcome to 
Georgetown! 

Year-end Donations 

As is the club’s tradition, excess money from 
the treasury at year’s end is donated to local 
charities.  The Board voted to give $500 each 
to the following organizations:  
 
 Georgetown Animal Shelter 
 Kids in a New Groove (KING) 
 Hope Alliance 
 Key 2 Free 

mailto:georgetownnewcomers.com
http://www.georgetownisd.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE YEAR AHEAD  

 

November 7 Program Presenter ----- Chadley Hollas 

Chadley will talk about how the history of Salado gave rise to the artsy, creative, and unique community that it is today. While 
it has changed a lot over the years, the founders’ vision is still alive!  We will hear about what is planned for the Holiday sea-
son; street events and Santa visits. 

Great for getting in the “spirit”. 
 

December 5 Program----- Heritage Oaks Chorus   

We will have a basket for a retirement facility (TBA).   Before our annual Turkey, with all the fixings lunch, we will end the 
morning with songs of the season from the Heritage Oaks Chorus.    

Deck the Halls! 

January 9 Program Presenter -----  Jeff Rusk  

"What is all of this talk about Grass Fed Beef?  Isn't all Beef Grass Fed?  Learn about the Health benefits of Grass Fed Beef from 
a local producer who has studied under experts from Argentina where some of the best grass-fed steaks are produced.  You'll 
learn about Grass Fed versus Grass Finishing, why a steak tastes good or NOT, ultrasounding cattle, DNA testing to insure ten-
derness, docility and marbling of beef.  With half the calories and twice the vitamins, you might even live longer!"  

 Here is to more health in 2020! 

February 6 Presenter ----- Bert Witcher, Georgetown Police Dept  

Bert will prepare us for the year ahead by telling us about: 

      - the latest trends in scams and frauds in our area 

      -why the problem is larger than the crime statistics tell us 

      -recommendations to protect ourselves 

      -resources to help us if we fall victim 

We all need to stay safe and be aware. 

 
March 5 Program Presenter ----- Danelle Houck The Williamson Museum   

Danelle is Program Coordinator for the Williamson Museum.  Come Discover the Stories of Williamson County through The 
Williamson Museum's exciting programming and exhibitions. Learn about the hidden history of Williamson County, upcoming 
events at the museum,  and how you can get involved!  

The Stories of Williamson County 

 

April 2 Program Presenter ----- Kim McAuliffe Downtown Development Manager, City of 
Georgetown Economic Development   

 In her role, she is responsible for managing the Main Street Program and the economic development efforts in the 
Downtown Overlay District, including business retention and expansion as well as new business recruitment.  
Georgetown has been listed as the 7

th
 fastest growing city in the US for the past 5 years.  

How do you think all of this growth will effect each of us? 

 

May 7 —– Fashion Show Provider to be announced 

 


